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SHRINK-SWELL  
 
 
Shrink-swell potential relates to the composition of the soil.  Most parts of the 
County have clay beneath the topsoil, and depending on the water content 
(varies by day and/or season) the soil may react.   
 
While any land has the possibility of having shrink-swell problems, there are 
areas in Chesterfield County more prone to shrink-swell than others, and they 
are located generally in the western part of the County and can be seen on the 
“Triassic Map”.  Two adjacent parcels of land can have very different shrink-swell 
properties, and therefore a soil test is extremely important.  
 
 
Who needs a soil report?  All new houses in the county require a shrink-swell soil 
report.  This report dictates whether an engineered footing is required or if the 
County Minimum Standard Footing is allowed. 

http://www.chesterfield.gov/communitydevelopment/buildinginspection/residential/TechGuides/triassicmap.pdf
http://www.chesterfield.gov/communitydevelopment/buildinginspection/residential/TechGuides/soilreport.pdf
http://www.chesterfield.gov/communitydevelopment/buildinginspection/residential/TechGuides/footings.pdf
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